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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

JVIeclieal  Officer  of  Healtfj, 

1909. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1909,  together 
with  statistical  tables,  copies  of  which  have  been  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  Home  Office, 
and  County  Council. 

Birth  Bate.  There  have  been  336  births  during  the  year,  6  less  than  the  previous  year, 
being  at  the  rate  of  29’07  per  1000.  Of  these  178  were  males  and  158  females.  There  were  18 
illegitimate  births,  10  being  males  and  8  females. 

As  in  previous  years  the  births  in  the  Collingbourne  district  were  more  numerous  than  in 
the  Netheravon  district,  although  the  population  iii  the  latter  district  is  greater  than  in  the  former, 
the  numbers  being  186  in  Collingbourne  and  150  in  Netheravon. 


Death  Bate.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  whole  district  was  164 ;  to  this  must  be  added 
6  deaths  that  took  place  in  the  Wilts  County  Asylum,  1  in  the  Savernake  Hospital,  1  in  the  Devizes 
Isolation  Hospital,  1  in  Salisbury  Infirmary,  and  1  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  London,  making  a  total 
of  174,  or  a  rate  of  15'61  per  1000,  the  total  being  7  less  than  in  1908. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Netheravon  district  was  90,  and  in  the 
Collingbourne  district  84. 

Deaths  occurring  in  the  Union  Infirmary  were  8  in  number,  11  less  than  in  1908. 

Infantile  Mortality.  The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  17,  a  decrease  of 
13  from  1908,  the  rate  being  50‘61  per  1000  of  infants  born.  This  rate  is  very  low,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  must  be  attributed  to  the  greater  care  that  is  now  taken  by  midwives  and  others 
under  existing  Acts. 

There  were  9  deaths  in  the  Netheravon  district  and  8  in  Collingbourne ;  there  was  no  case  of 
death  of  an  illegitimate  child  under  one  year  in  either  district. 

During  the  past  year  the  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  better  than  in  1908.  There 
was  very  little  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken  Pox,  or  Measles.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  Hilcott  and  Woodborough,  which  had  commenced  in  November,  1908.  Arrangements  had 
been  made  to  take  all  cases  into  the  Devizes  Isolation  Hospital ;  22  cases  were  admitted  to  this 
hospital  from  the  district,  one  of  which  died  in  hospital.  The  outbreak  was  eventually  stopped. 
Had  not  these  steps  been  taken  I  am  of  opinion  there  would  have  been  many  more  cases. 


Schools  Closed.  The  following  Schools  have  been  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of 
epidemics: — Woodborough,  for  Scarlet  Fever,  from  Nov.  25th,  1908,  to  January  25th,  1909,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Christmas  holidays;  Pewsey,  on  account  of  Diphtheria,  from  January  11th  to  January 
25th. 

Notifiable  Diseases.  There  have  been  57  cases  of  notifiable  disease  in  the  whole  district, 
9  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  these  are  accounted  for  by  the  continuance  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Woodborough  district.  The  distribution  was  as  follows: — 

Diphtheria.  Nine  cases.  Leigh  Hill,  Burbage,  2  cases,  one  of  which  died ;  Pewsey,  6 
cases,  3  of  which  died  ;  1  case  at  Stibb,  Burbage. 

Ersyipelas.  Eight  cases.  Upavon  1,  Pewsey  1,  Netheravon  1,  Burbage  1,  Wootton  Bivers 
2,  Milton  1,  Ludgershall  1.  All  recovered. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Twenty-six  cases.  Woodborough  14,  Milton  3,  North  Newnton  1, 
Netheravon  3,  Ludgershall  2,  Manningford  Bohune  1,  Hilcott  1,  and  Burbage  1.  Of  these 
cases  1  died  at  the  Military  Hospital,  Netheravon,  and  1,  age  5  years,  in  the  Devizes  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Continued  Fever.  Two  cases.  Burbage  2.  One  died. 

Puerperal  Fever.  One  case.  Ludgershall.  This  case  died. 

Phthisis.  Eleven  cases.  Pewsey  1,  Burbage  3,  Manningford  Bruce  1,  Fittleton  1,  Wootton 
Rivers  3,  Milton  1,  Collingbourne  1.  There  were  11  deaths  from  phthisis  in  the  Union  during  the 
year,  but  all  cases  have  not  been  notified  as  only  pauper  cases  are  notifiable. 

Water  Supply.  The  Water  Works  at  Pewsey  have,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  pro¬ 
gressed  another  stage  insomuch  that  a  loan  of  £4100  has  been  granted  for  their  completion,  and 
for  some  time  past  the  service  pipes  have  been  laying  on  the  roadside. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  Ludgershall,  although 
from  time  to  time  discussions  have  taken  place. 

One  well  has  been  sunk,  10  wells  cleaned  and  repaired  ;  8  houses  have  been  supplied  from 
Waterworks ;  and  5  samples  taken  for  analysis.  The  water  used  on  the  farms  supplying  the 
Aylesbury  Dairy  Co.,  is  analysed  twice  every  year. 

Houses.  Three  new  ones  have  been  erected,  19  made  fit  for  habitation,  1  closed  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  12  cleaned  and  limewashed.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  abated. 

Privies  and.  Ashpits.  Seventy-three  privies  have  been  converted  into  pail  closets,  19 
new  pail  closets  erected,  and  12  repaired. 

Scavenging.  Ninety  privies  and  ashpits  have  been  cleansed,  40  portable  receptacles  cleaned 
out,  6  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed,  and  ten  loads  of  ashes  and  refuse. 
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The  condition  of  the  roads  in  the  Pewsey  District  become  worse  and  worse  each  year  almost 
without  exception.  Travelling  is  rendered  very  slow  and  uncomfortable,  in  some  cases  dangerous, 
and  also  very  distressing  to  horses,  and  destructive  to  motor  cars.  Some  step  should  be  taken  in 
order  to  prevent  stones  lying  about  the  roads  for  months  at  a  time. 

I  have  made  the  following  inspections  : — 9  butchers’  shops  and  slaughter  houses,  35  bake¬ 
houses  have  been  inspected  and  in  most  cases  the  conditions  were  found  to  be  good,  30  were 
inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Officer  that  number  being  on  the  register.  In  two  cases  notices  were 
sent.  Thirty  factories  and  workshops  were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Officer  and  21  by  myself  ;  in 
no  case  was  there  any  serious  defect.  A  record  of  these  premises  has  been  kept. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  During  the  year  I  have  inspected  113  cowsheds  and  dairies. 
The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  milk  trade  on  the  register  is  now  115.  My  dates  of 
inspection  extended  from  February  22rd  to  December  30th,  1909,  inclusive.  There  were  328 
men  employed  as  milkers,  and  2256  cows  milked.  In  7  cases  notices  were  sent  as  to  defects  in 
yards  and  cowsheds.  The  cows  are  kept  cleaner  than  last  year  as  a  whole,  but  in  some  of  the 
larger  sheds  more  litter  should  be  used  in  the  winter  months  in  order  that  the  cows’  flanks  might 
be  kept  free  from  manure.  I  have  again  to  report  that  little  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the 
garments  of  the  milkers,  which  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

A  complete  record  of  all  cowsheds  has  been  kept,  regarding  the  date  of  inspection,  number  of 
men  employed,  number  of  cows  milked,  water  supply,  distribution  of  milk,  and  general  conditions. 
This  I  enclose  with  report  for  the  perusal  of  the  Board. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Acts  during  1909. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully, 


EDWARD  W.  RAYMENT,  M.B  ,  C.M.,  B.Sc., 
M.O.H.  to  the  Pewsey  Union. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Report  upon  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 

During  the  year  1909  there  were  registered  341  births,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  20'9 
per  1,000  inhabitants,  this  being  '4  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  previous  year  and  8'2 
lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 

The  deaths  registered  during  the  past  year  numbered  184,  being  84  less  than  the 
number  registered  during  1903,  and  giving  a  death-rate  of  11 ‘2  per  1,000  inhabitants. 
This  rate  is  3‘4  less  than  that  for  1908  and  3‘2  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  10 
years  and  the  lowest  that  has  been  recorded  during  the  past  30  years.  In  the  Union 
Workhouse  there  were  22  deaths,  being  5  more  than  the  number  occurring  in  1908, 16  of 
which  were  over  65.  This  increase  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  inmates. 

There  were  only  2  deaths  registered  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  one  being 
due  to  Enteric  Fever  and  one  to  Puerpural  Fever. 

During  the  year  1909  there  were  51  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  being  2  less 
than  the  number  notified  in  1908,  of  these  9  were  cases  of  Diphtheria,  33  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  3  of  Enteric  Fever  and  5  Erysipelas. 

No  case  of  Small-pox  has  occurred  during  the  year  1909. 

Of  the  9  cases  of  Diphtheria,  2  occurred  at  Tunstall,  caused  by  a  defective  drain  ; 
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1  each  at  Orford,  Cransford  and  Sudbourne,  these  3  cases  being  connected  with  the 
outbreak  of  this  disease  at  Orford  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1908.  Single  cases 
also  occurred  at  Benhall,  Framlingham,  Wickham  Market  and  Parham. 

Of  the  33  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  9  occurred  at  Framlingham  College  &  presumably 
a  continuation  of  the  outbreak  of  the  previous  year,  and  11  other  cases  in  that  Parish 
had  probably  the  same  origin.  Three  cases  occurred  at  Parham,  infection  being 
conveyed  in  a  parcel  of  clothing  sent  from  an  infected  house  at  Framlingham,  1  case 
occurred  in  each  of  the  Parishes  of  Wickham  Market,  Rendham  and  Benhall,  and  6  in 
the  Parish  of  Snape,  5  of  which  I  detected  in  one  house  whilst  seeking  the  cause  of  the 
first  case  notified. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

There  were  8  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified  during  the  year  1909,  2  being  in  the 
Parish  of  Framlingham  and  1  at  Benhall,  there  were  defective  drains  on  the  premises 
where  each  case  occurred. 

Erysipelas. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  5  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified. 

Puerpural  Fever. 

One  case  of  Puerpural  Fever  occurred  at  Marlesford  during  the  past  year  and  the 
case  notified  at  Sudbourne  at  the  latter  part  of  1908,  died  in  the  local  hospital. 

Whooping-cough. 

During  the  past  year  the  district  has  been  perfectly  free  from  Whooping  Cough. 

Measles. 

The  year  1909  has  been  free  from  any  serious  epidemic  of  Measles. 

Influenza. 

Six  deaths  were  registered  with  Influenza  as  the  primary  cause,  4  of  which  were 
over  65.  The  disease  was  prevalent  in  every  part  of  the  district  at  various  periods  of 
the  year. 

Diarrhoea. 

The  district  during  the  past  year,  has  been  remarkably  free  from  Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis. 

There  were  12  deaths  registered  from  Phthisis  being  5  less  than  the  number 
registered  in  1908.  I  received  5  notifications  under  the  Public  Health  ( Tuberculosis ) 
regulations. 

Cancer. 

The  various  forms  of  Cancer  caused  17  deaths,  an  increase  of  2  on  the  previous 

year. 

Water. 

During  the  year  1909  I  examined  83  samples  of  water,  8  of  which  I  found  to  be 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Over-crowding. 

The  3  cases  of  over-crowding  which  came  under  notice  during  the  year  were  abated 

by  the  families  obtaining  other  houses. 

Slaughter-houses. 

I  have  visited  all  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  at  various  times,  and  found 
them  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Lodging  house. 

I  have  visited  the  common  lodging  house  at  Framlingham  twice  during  the  year, 
and  found  it  in  a  very  satisfactory  state. 

Sanitary 

Inspector’s  Report. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  that  he  has  made  house  to  house  visits 
of  inspection  in  each  Parish  of  the  Plomesgate  Rural  District  ;  that  65  nuisances, 
arising  from  privies,  drains,  &c.,  have  been  reported  upon  and  abated,  that  3  new  houses 
have  been  built  and  that  13  new  privies  and  earth  closets  have  been  made,  that  he  has 
attended  to  the  disinfection  of  all  houses  where  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred, 
and  that  he  has  visited  all  the  registered  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district. 

The  schools  at  Glemham  Magna,  which  were  reported  to  be  in  a  bad  sanitary 
condition  last  year,  have  been  put  into  a  satisfactory  state. 

Workshops. 

Occupations. 

Cottages. 

New  houses. 

Drainage. 

Water. 

Dairies. 

Bake-houses. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


The  Factory  and  Workshops’  Act. 

The  workshops  in  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate  numbering  about  120  have  been 
twice  visited  by  me  during  the  year  and  I  found  them  all  to  be  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

The  population  of  the  Plomesgate  Rural  District  is  almost  entirely  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

The  cottages  in  the  district  are,  as  a  rule,  sufficiently  large  for  the  families 
occupying  them,  have  good  gardens  or  allotments  and  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 

The  8  new  houses  which  have  been  built  during  the  year  1909  have  each  been 
provided  with  a  good  water  supply. 

There  are  drainage  works  at  Framlingham  which  are,  at  the  present  time,  under 
the  consideration  of  the  District  Council  for  further  improvements.  A  new  drain  has 
been  laid  at  Framlingham  connecting  the  Pembroke  road  houses  with  the  main  sewer. 
There  is  a  partial  system  of  drainage  at  Wickham  Market  and  Orford,  the  receptacle 
on  the  marshes  at  the  latter  place,  has  been  cleansed  from  time  to  time  as  required. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  has  been  fairly  good  during  the  year  1909,  both  as 
to  quality  and  quantity. 

Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district  for  the  management  of  dairies  &  cowsheds. 

I  have  visited  the  various  bakehouses  in  the  district  twice  during  the  past  year 
and  with  2  exceptions  found  them  in  a  satisfactory  state,  these  2  have  been  altered 
and  much  improved. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  during  the 
year  1909  was  only  slight,  owing  to  the  continuation  of  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  Framlingham  portion  of  the  district.  I  have  visited  all  cases  as  soon  as  possible 
after  receiving  the  notifications,  disinfectants  have  been  supplied  and  such  directions 
given  as  will  tend  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 

I  append  tables  of  mortality  and  disease,  classified  according  to  age,  locality  and 
disease. 


I  beg  to  remain,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  CORDY  KEER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Bural  District  of  Plomesgate. 


February  28th,  1910. 


